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HEADQUARTERS
TASK GROUP 132.1
Joint Task Force 132
J-Division, P.0. Box 1663

Los Alamos, New lexico - I/1991

23 June 1952
J- /A 352
To: See Distribution
FROM:  Commmnder, Task Group 132.1

SUBJECT: GENERAL COHCEPT - OPERATION CASTLE

1. The plu'péae of this peper is to disseminate for steff
guidance information now available regarding Operation CASTLE, ten-
tatively scheduled for September-October 1953. '

2. General Informestion

L

A. The Departrent of the Army is continuing as executive
ament and General Clarkcon is continuing as Joint Task Force Corrander. :
for Operation CASTLE.- CJIF 132 is preparing a report for the Joint
Chiefs of Staffoutleding the CASTLE military participation program. The
report will recormend approval of the followinz principles:

{1). Thet certain criticel personnel and equipzent be
returned to their respective Services during the IVY - CASTLE trancition
period. (Drop and instrumentation aircraft, security vessels and air-
craft, and other components in similar categories.)

. (2). That appropriate troop elements and equipzent be re-
tained in the forwerd arec. (Those components necessary for atoll, trans-
portation base support, mcintenance and communications eervices and
security.)

{3). That JTF 132 task force and task group staffs be
retained to plan CASTIE, with normal rotetion of personnel as required.
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(4) That the Services, in programiing for CASTLE, con~
sider tbe reassignment to JIF 132 of those ships and aircraft modified
and instrumented for IVY at substantial expemse.

A draft of this report will be submitted to the four task groupe
for their comments in the rnear future and will be circulated amoong 132.1
staff memters for conment ap soon &s received. Upoa receipt of task group
comments, outside agencies concerned with CASTIE will be asked to countri-
bute to the fina) development of the paper to insure Services and AEC ac-
ceptance of the progrem before the Commander of JIF 132 submits it to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. Target dats for its dutmission to the Joiat Chiefs

of Staff is July 7.
3. THE CASTIE PLAN - SEPTEMBER-OCTOZER 1933

A. VWeapons and Sequeunce

CASTIY may invelve testing as many as three fission experi-
mental veapons of the order of 50 kilotons in addition to one high yield '
thermonuclenar experimental device (dry). One of the fission-type weapous
mey de air dropped. If possible, simultaneous preparations vill be made
for each shot in order to permit optimum use of favorable weather condi-
tions. Present preference is to test the thermounuclear device last.

B. Locetions

Even if post-IVY radiation levels should permit early con-
struction on the morthern islande of Eniwetok, and significant camege to
base facilities does net oceur, tescting one super and several fission weapons
during one operatior a% Eniwetok presents complications in comstruction and
time. Therefore present planning eontemplates the poasible use of Bikini
for the CASTLE thermonuclear shot and Eniwetok for the fission shots. Bikini
precents limiting factors for weather selection because of Red-Safety con-
siderations but has a2dvantages in thot it is near Eniwetok and uninhabited.

C. Experimentation

The CASTLE experimental progrems will be at least as exten-
sive as and orobably greater in scope than IVY'e. A structural effects pro-
aranwvill not be conducted on Bikini, but may be conducted on Enivetok pro-
viding the desired ctructures can be erected in the limited time interval. .z
between IVY and CASTLE, ;

D. Support Situstion

Tae Eaivetok~Bikini plan presents greater surface and air
transport requirerments, es well as broader security problems, than GREZE-
HOUSE and IVY. A forward temporary camp to aceormodate approxzimately 500
ren and a C-47 air strip ere contemplated on Bikini with Eniwetok the main
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vase of operations including air support. Support required on Kwejalein
will be congiderably less than that for IVY. Other support requirements
are:

(1) Round-trip Enivetok-Bikini surface and alr transports-
tion to be initimted ac comstruction requiremeuts dictate, on a schedule to
be determined.

(2) C-47, seaplace, liaison plane, and helicopter capa-
bilities at Bikini in a mognitude commensurate with Bikini vase development.

(3) A stevedoring company at Bikini capable of handling
cargo ships from Eniwvetok and 2I.

(4) An AGC type ship and the Curties will be required for
f£iring control purposes, puclear compouent storage, and transportation
during the operationsal period at Bikini.

(5) An 1ST, LSD, severgl LSU's, and a boat pool including
DUKW's, will be required at Bikini immediately following IVY. Tugs and
bvarges will be required if piers are constructed.

E. Evacuation Problems

This subject will be re-examined following the exyerience
cained on IVY (MIKE).

4., Paul Spzin and Holmes & Narver are now conducting & preliminary
reconnaissance of Bikini in order to submit cost and support estimates, and
recommendations concerning a constructlon program which, if approved, will
probably start in October 10652,
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